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HERMATHENA. 


ON HEARING THE OTHER MIND. 


My paper is a peace-offering to the spirit of sound., Like 
other philosophers, I have long been pre-occupied with 
vision, and perhaps I have not been grateful enough for my 
hearing, and perhaps in days gone by I have not studied it 
with sufficient care. I have something to add, but nothing 
to retract. I have something new (for me) to say about 
hearing, but I do not unsay what I have taught about sight. 
I still hold that the individual mind is predominantly a 
seeing mind; but the complementary truth is that the 
social mind is predominantly a hearing mind. 

As an individual I rank the eye above the ear; intel- 
lectual development depends primarily on vision; vision 
and the visive faculties take pride of place in our personal 
mental life; sight, foresight, and insight dominate 
cognition; geometrical and logical proof is addressed, for 
the most part, to inner vision. The pregnant memory- 
image is visual. When we “twig”, we see things 
together. Thinking is mainly visualizing, and when I am 
visualizing, I can often feel the ocular movement in eye, 
brain, and nerve. Reason is, in large part, intuitive 
reason, reason that gazes, and sees. All that, to me, is 
beyond question, but it is not enough. Intuitive reason 
by itself,is dumb; reason is also discursive reason, reason 
that discourses, reason that speaks and hears. The seeing 
mind is a lonely mind, “voyaging through strange seas of 


1Contributed to a philosophical discussion at Queen’s University, 
Belfast, 23 October, 1948. 
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